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Arboreta 
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Etchings of illustrating cultivated trees at York Falls near Blair 
Atholl, Dunkeld Cathedral and orchards around Taymouth Castle.                
From: - Pennant’s Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland, 1769. 

There was an age when Scotland was 
ridiculed for its lack of trees which prompted 
these well-known remarks:-  

“Judas had scarce got a tree to hang himself”  
               Sir Anthony Weldon 1617 
Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides 

In 1775 James Boswell and his friend Dr. 
Samuel Johnson undertook a journey through the 
highlands and Islands of Scotland. From their journal 
are a few of their Dr. Johnson’s famous comments on 
his perception of the Scottish landscape:-  

“Your country consists of two things, stone and 
water. There is, indeed, a little earth above the stone 
in some places, but a very little; and the stone is 
always appearing. It is like a man in rags; the naked 
skin is still peeping out."  

 
“There were neither trees nor bushes to relieve 

the eye from the russet livery of absolute sterility. The 
very heath was of that stinted imperfect kind which 
has little or no flower, and affords the coarsest and 
meanest covering, which, as far as my experience 
enables me to judge, mother Earth is ever arrayed in. 
Living thing we saw none, except occasionally a few 
straggling sheep of a strange diversity of colours, as 
black, bluish, and orange. The sable hue 
predominated, however, in their faces and legs. The 
very birds seemed to shun these wastes, and no 
wonder, since they had an easy method of escaping 
from them.”  

 
James Boswell in conversation with Dr. 

Johnson:- 
Boswell: I having said that England was obliged to us 
for gardeners, almost all their gardeners being 
Scotchmen;  
Johnson: "Why, Sir! That is because gardening is 
much more necessary amongst you than with us, 
which makes so many of your people learn it. It is all 
gardening with you. Things which grow wild here 
must be cultivated with great of care in Scotland. 
Pray now," throwing himself back in his chair, and 
laughing, "are you ever able to bring the sloe to 
perfection?" 
Boswell: "The only disadvantage is the great distance 
at which people live from one another."  
Johnson: "Yes, Sir, but that is occasioned by the 
largeness of it, which is the cause of all the other 
advantages."  
Boswell: "Sometimes I have been in the humour of 
wishing to retire to a desert."  
Johnson: "Sir, you have desert enough in Scotland." 

Boswell and Johnson’s route took them 
up the east coast of Scotland to Inverness, 
down Lochness to Fort Augustus and to Skye, 
thence south to Inverary and Loch Lomond 

where he would have seen great deal of 
woodlands, particularly much more ancient 
native Caledonian pine than now, also oak 
woodland albeit that much of the landscape 
was prime cattle and sheep hill pastures.  

But in Scotland as elsewhere, cultivation 
of trees for fruit and nuts and as ornamentals is 
an ancient craft dating back at least to the 
Romans occupation. Around 1130 AD, 
Monasteries and Abbeys had their own 
extensive gardens with orchards and 
ornamental and shelter trees, and also cropped 
extensive cultivated woodlands for tannin, fuel 
wood and timbers. 

By the turn of 16th century French 
influence on Scottish arboriculture was well 
advance due to the Mary Queen of Scots – who 
kept a fine garden in Stirling Castle. The 
Renaissance Stuart Kings were also keenly 
interested in cultivating both ornamental 
woods in and around their castles; which in 
turn was emulated by planter Dukes and Earls 
and their successors, notably among the 
Highland Dukes such as Dukes of Argyll at 
Inverary, Dukes of Atholl at Blair Castle  and 
the Earls of Breadalbane at Taymouth. 

In fact, Scottish gardeners, in service to 
nobility and landed gentry, became so skilled 
that their services were indeed in great 
demand in London in the late 17th-18th 
centuries to the present day. Many Scottish 
gardeners were also at the forefront of world-
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Trams up to 1950’s had no doors so tradesmen 
with awkward tools and dusty clothes would stand by 
the steps. On later trams with doors it wasn’t so 
convenient for tradesmen.  

wide plant collecting exotic trees. Among the 
famous collectors are Archibald Menzies and   
David Douglas whose collections are literally 
responsible for changing the forest landscape 
across Scotland. Today, Scottish roads pass 
through countless informal arboreta both great 
and small. In fact, Scotland has hundreds 
formal arboreta, - most of them in private 
gardens of stately homes and family-owned 
castles and in public parks.  

Glasgow 
In the 19

th
 century, with its great wealth, 

many grand public buildings and a host of 
museums, galleries and libraries were built. To 
compliment these it developed more parks 
and open spaces with arboreta than any other 
similar size European city. In 1857 it was 
obviously a beautiful city which prompted 
Nathaniel Hawthorne to comment “I am inclined 

to think that Glasgow is the stateliest city I ever 
beheld.” 

Naturally, the great expansion of heavy 
industry, fueled by coal, required very large 
and tall smoke stacks, plus millions of chimneys 
for household and office for a population of 3 
million. In addition, coal-fired steam trains 
belched black smoke over the city. The result 
was a conspicuously unhealthy atmosphere up 
until the 1970’s. Glasgow’s beautiful 
architecture was concealed behind layers of 
black soot to the extent that, instead of the 
beautiful city that Mr. Hawthorne described, 
much of Glasgow became known as grimy city.    

Of course, chimneys need frequent 
cleaning. Not an easy or pleasant job when 
working on slippery slate roofs 5 to 6 stories 
up. So there were lots of chimney sweeps, and 
at times it seemed there were more chimney 
sweeps than office workers.  

Few tradesmen owned a car then and so 
the chimney sweeps and other ‘dusty’ trades 

like plasterers, bakers, coalmen, etc., used 
regular transportation; i.e., trams, trains and 
subway. 

A tradesman with manners would stand 
by the door of the tram, train or subway 
carriage, so as not to muck up the Ladies 
dresses and immaculate business suits of bank 
clerks, other office & shopkeeprs. 

  The only time tradesmen sat down in the 
tram was to chat up bonny wee lasses – with a 
fair measure of success, I may add. On the 
street, the chimney sweep and the coal man in 
particular emitted wee clouds of soot and coal 
dust he as the walk past. In fact, by the black 
trail of soot & coal dust on Mrs. MacGregor’s  
normally spotless stairwell, we knew that she 
had just gotten her chimney swept or coal 
delivered. So it was hard to keep homes, shops 
and businesses clean in sooty old Glasgow.  

Apart from coal dust as a nuisance, there 
were other, more lethal, particulates from the 
industrial output; so much so that, even on a 
sunny day, there was always a yellow, toxic 
haze in the sky. For some of us, having moved 
temporarily from the fresh clean air of the 
mountains, Glasgow’s atmosphere, like that of 
all other major industrial cities in Europe, was 
not healthy. In winter the ‘pea soup’ fogs were 
so thick that people (including this author) 
injured themselves stumbling into lamp posts. 
Suffice to note that the price the coal-burning 
fraternity had to pay for the loss of clean air 
was a high level of sickness in the population – 
which required an army of ear, nose, throat 
and lung specialists and a fair number of 
hearing-aid dispensers – one for me!  

But the one saving grace was, of course, 
the trees, first-class lawns and beautiful floral 
gardens of Glasgow’s fine parks and in many 
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gardens – great and small - mitigated the 
pollution somewhat. In the evenings and 
weekends, people flocked to the green belts, 
as they are known now, for enjoyable relief 
and some semblance of fresh air and escape 
from the dust.   

By the 1950’s cleaner energy from the 
massive hydro development program in the 
Highlands, plus nuclear power which replaced 
a lot of the coal plus the closing of coal mines 
greatly improved Glasgow’s atmosphere. 

For example compare sooty exterior of 
the Mitchel Library as it was in the 1950’s with 
how looks 2009 after being scrubbed inside 
and out and illuminated at night.  

Nearby is the beautiful and colorful of 
architecture of Charing Cross which was 
virtually black with soot in the 1950’s 

The older parks, gardens and urban 
forests, which had always be immaculately 
cared for, were extended throughout the city, 
especially in new or refurbished housing 
schemes and on the grounds of factories and 
retail centres.  

But one aspect that most districts of 
Glasgow had was numerous parks great and 
small. In fact, Glasgow in the early industrial 
age and today has the highest percentage of 
parkland and open spaces than any other 
major city in Europe. Which drove home the 
most valuable point of all - that urban trees are 

really arboreta because of the sheer range of 
species and cultivars in both, civic and private 
parks? 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Top: a fine clipped hedge on a narrow strip is common in 
Glasgow. Middle: Soot has be scrubbed from the fine building 
and windows re-glazed which, overlooking the arboretum 
makes prime property. In the 1940’s when labour was cheaper, 
the entire length on both side of the walkway and the mound 
had magnificent floral gardens. The trees are relatively young, 
mostly flowering trees.   
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Benmore Arboreta 
The following notes have been extracted 

from David Younger’s booklet ‘Country Life in 
the Highlands: The Younger Family at Benmore, 
1889-1929’ 

Benmore estate in the 18
th

 century was a 
deer forest and favorite hunting ground for the 
Dukes of Argyle. In the 19

th
 century, Thomas 

Harkness established a large open-range sheep 
farm.  

In 1831, Robert Harkness, in a way, 
started the arboretum by the planting the 
Scots pines beside the Golden Gates and a 
mixed conifer-hardwood forest on the slopes 
of Cruach. In 1849, John Lamont built the front 
part of the mansion.   

The wealthy American Piers Patrick 
bought Benmore Estate plus the neighboring 
Kilmun and Bernice Estates. While he enlarged 
the house, his most obvious contribution is the 
magnificent avenue of 50 giant Redwoods 
(Sequoiadendron giganteum).  

Partick lost his fortune at the end of the 
American Civil War.  

James Duncan, a Greenock sugar broker 
bought the estate and greatly enlarged the 
house including the massive picture gallery in 

The house still contains most of paintings 
installed by Duncan.  

Between 1871 – 1883, Duncan had over 6 
million trees planted on the estate to provide 
shelter for the sheep and cattle. 

 When Duncan went bankrupt, Henry 
John Younger bought the Estate in 1889. The 
Younger’s were brewers of the famous 
Younger N

o 
3 Scotch Ale “Scotch wi a head on 

it.” Which was one of their many famous 
beers? 

Much of the credit for the Arboretum and 
Garden is largely due to Harry George Younger 
who began a fantastic collection of 
Rhododendrons and took a real interest in 
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having more trees planted to extend Duncan’s 
woods on Cruach and elsewhere on the Estate.  

 He was also responsible for the “Silver 
Wedding Shrubbery” However; by 1924 the 
cost of maintaining the estate was becoming 
prohibitive. Harry G. Younger was a great 
friend of Sir William Wright, Regius Keeper of 
the Royal Botanical Garden in Edinburgh 
(RBGE), and Sir John Sutherland, Assistant 
Commissioner of the Forestry Commission. So 
in 1929 he gifted Benmore to the Nation.  

The RBGE took over the Botanical 
Gardens, while the Forestry Commission took 
over the house, woods and farms and hills. To 
help with the funding, Harry Younger 
established the Younger (Benmore) Trust. 

 The house became the Forestry 
Commission’s Training School from 1930-1965. 
It is now owned by Edinburgh City Council and 
functions as an outdoor education centre. 
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North of Benmore arboreta there are two 
fine estates - Ardkinglas Estate on the south 
shore of Loch Fine and Inveraray Castle on the 
north shore. Both have fine trees with 
Ardkinglas having the tallest tree in Britain.  

Timothy Pont’s 16
th

 century map shows 
that Ardkinglas’ had extensive walled gardens 
and probably an arboretum; whereas, gardens 
at Old Inverary Castle are not obvious. 
However, William Roy’s Military map dated 
1746 clearly shows that Old Inveraray Castle 
had some fine gardens and woodlands.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Section of Timothy Pont’s map c1580 (top) and William Roy’s map(1746) of Old 
Inveraray Castle (right) and (bottom left) Ardkinglas House and woodland garden 
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Inverary Castle 
Inverary Castle doesn’t have a champion 

tree, but it has a 500 years old oak tree 
reputedly planted by the 13

th
 Earl of Argyll. 

However, it has one of Scotland's spectacularly 
designed forest landscapes. 

Apparently, the Clan Campbell arrived in 
Argyll in the early 13th century to take charge 
of the King’s lands. Their original home was 
beside Loch Awe until the 1400s when Duncan 
Campbell moved to Inveraray and took the title 
of Lord of Argyll.  Old Inveraray Castle was the 
seat of the powerful Campbell Earls (later 
Dukes) of Argyll. The castle shown in Pont’s 
map was burnt in 1644 rebuilt and eventually 
and demolished and replaced by a new castle. 
In the 18

th
 century the town of Inveraray was 

moved farther west to make way for a new 
castle built in 1744 with an architecture that is 
mix of Baroque and Scottish Baronial.  

The 7
th

 Earl of Argyll (1575-1638) 
introduced Spanish chestnut which they called 
the “magical tree”. It has a girth 8m and is one 
of many Spanish chestnuts on the estate.  

The avenues of trees, the third of which is 
the celebrated lime avenue, planted around 
1650, radiating from the old castle. The new 
castle, begun in 1744, was aligned with the 
lime avenue to commemorate the Marquess of 
Argyll’s role in bringing King Charles II to 
Scotland in 1650, and placing the crown on the 
King’s head at his coronation at in Scone in 
1651. Many of these trees in the avenue 
survive today while others had to be replaced.   

In 1684, in a daring raid, the Murrays of 
Atholl stole 34,000 trees seedlings from the 
9th Earl of Argyll’s tree nursery!!!  

In 1721, the 10th Earl commissioned the 
Scottish nurseryman and garden designer, 
William Boutcher to create the extensive and 
magnificently designed woodland landscape 
we appreciate today. He had 19,657 specimens 
trees planted. So extensive was his planting 
that in 1756 a visitor noted that “One could 
ride for three miles (5km) up Glen Shira through 
plantations.”  

The 5
th

 Duke was so passionate about 
tree planting that he was satirized for NOT 
wasting his wealth on gambling, but devoted it 
to the improvement of his estate and the 

welfare of his tenants. This image of a portrait 
of his beautiful and 
rather famous Duchess is 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds. 
Presumably, she is 
posing at Inverary Castle 
with 500 year old oak 
planted by the 7

th
 Earl of 

Argyll in the 16
th

 century 
in the background. 

In her recollections 
of August 30th, 1803, 
Dorothy Wordsworth, sister of the great poet 
William Wordsworth, wrote of Inveraray, 
“There is in the natural endowments of 
Inverary something akin to every feature of the 
general character of the county; yet even the 
very mountains and the lake itself have a kind 
of princely festivity in their appearance. I do not 
know how to communicate the feeling, but it 
seemed as if it were no insult to the hills to look 
on them as the shield and enclosure of the 
ducal domain, to which the water might delight 
in bearing its tribute. The hills near the lake are 
smooth, so smooth that they might have been 
shaven or swept; the shores, too, had 
somewhat of the same effect, being bare, and 
having no roughness, no woody points; yet the 
whole circuit being very large, and the hills so 
extensive, the scene was not the less cheerful 
and festive, rejoicing in the light of heaven. 
Behind the Castle the hills are planted to a 
great height, and the pleasure-grounds extend 
far up the valley of Arey. We continued our 
walk a short way along the river, and were 
sorry to see it stripped of its natural ornaments, 
after the fashion of Mr. Brown, and left to tell 
its tale - for it would not be silent like the river 
at Blenheim - to naked fields and the planted 
trees on the hills” 

The 8
th

 Duke would invite his guests to 
plant trees at Inveraray. For example, a yew 
tree avenue was planted in 1875 to 
commemorate Queen Victoria's second visit 
and during her visit she planted trees and 
shrubs and a silver fir - some of which still 
survive. Prime Minister Gladstone and the 
Scottish explorer Dr. Livingstone planted sweet 
chestnut, and the Earl of Shaftesbury planted a 
maple - all of their trees survive.   
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When the Marquess of Lorne, the 8
th

 
Duke’s son, was Governor General of Canada, 
he sent tree seeds back to Inveraray from 
British Columbia. These conifers thrive in 
Argyll’s rain and humidity and are among the 
tallest in Britain.  

In 1983, Alan Mitchell, in his article Big 
Trees In Scotland, (Scottish Forestry, Oct. 1983) 

reports “… at Inveraray Castle the two Grand firs in 
the Garden are now 141'xl76" (43mx171cm) and, 
flat-topped, 135'x18'2" (41m x 176cm);  the larger 
1857 Cedrus deodaro is 102'xl2'8" (3lmx123cm); the 
1746 Larix decidua 92'x13'6" (28mx131cm); two 
unexpectedly northern specimens are Pinus rigida 
Miller, 56'x8'10" (17mx86cm) and Magnolia 
acuminata L., 62'x6'7" (19mx64cm). By Freuse 
Bridge, the Leyland cypress (X Cupressocyparis 
leylandii (Jackson & Dallimore) Dallimore) is an 
enormous 105' x 11'5" at 3' (32mx110cm at 1m) 
which is singularly interesting (to me). Earlier I had 
taken this, from its great size, to be one of the very 
few plants sent out from Kyloe before the general 
distribution in 1927. But it has grown from a girth of 
8'11" (86cm diam.) in 1969 (and 6'4" (61cm) in 1954) 
and that gives a straight line graph to 1920, and with 
a normal, even more rapid first 30 years, it is more 
than likely a 192'7 tree. In the Lime Kilns, the Abies 
numidica De Lannoy is now 85'x 10'0" (26mx97cm); 
the grafted Larix kaempferi of 1876 is 77'x8'10" 
(23.5mx86cm); the Sequoia sempervirens 115'x18'3' 
(35mx 176cm); the Sequoiadendron 124'x23'1" 
(38mx224cm); the big Thuya plicata 121'xl6'1" 
(37mx56cm) and the Tsuga heterophylla is 118'x12'8" 

(36m x l23cm).” 
 
    Ardkinglas Woodlands and Garden 
Ardkinglas gardens were already old 

when Timothy Pont mapped the area in the 
1580’s  

In 1369, Sir Colin Campbell, granted the 
estate to a younger son, Caileen Oig, "in all its 
righteous heaths and marches, or as long as 
woods shall grow and waters flow".  

In the dramatic Highland splendour of 
Glen Kinglas at the head of Loch Fyne in Argyll, 
stands Ardkinglas, once a castle, now an 
Edwardian mansion and one of the most 
delightful homes in Scotland.  

The elegant creamy granite house, 
designed by Sir Robert Lorimer, is at the heart 
of a 15,000 acre estate which boasts one of the 
most magnificent woodland gardens in Britain 
and has Britain’s tallest tree – a Grand fir at 
64.24m 

In 1906, when Sir Andrew Noble 
commissioned Lorimer - Scotland's favourite 
architect- to design Ardkinglas, the building 
brief was short and to  the point. "Nothing but 
the best and hang the expense!" Lorimer was 
told. “Oh, and one other thing, "get on with 
it!"  

Sir Andrew, the chairman of Armstrong's, 
the armament company, was then in his mid- 
seventies and time was of the essence. Lorimer 
was given complete freedom to design the 
entire house down to the minutest detail. 
Lorimer and his team of superb Scottish 
craftsmen were pretty much left on their own. 
They did a magnificent job and had the whole 
place finished within just 18 months. Sir 
Andrew, an expatriate Scot who was then 
happily based south of the border in 
Northumberland, never intended Ardkinglas to 
be anything other than a Highland shooting 
lodge. But Sir Andrew's Scots Canadian wife, 
Margery, was a Campbell and since Ardkinglas 
was once owned by the illustrious Sir James 
Campbell of Ardkinglas 2

nd
 Baron, it was she 

and her daughter Lilias ('Lily') who were 
determined to make it their permanent home. 
Naturally, the women had their way. 

 About 1875 The Callander family 
established the mature conifer collection, for 
which the garden is renowned. The Victorian 
legacy ensured that Ardkinglas Woodland 
Garden has, in addition to the tallest tree, no 
less than seven champion trees that are also 
amongst the tallest and/or broadest of their 
species in Britain – such as the Western Red 
Cedar, planted in 1875 which is now 47m tall; 
the Golden Plumed Sawara Cypress, planted in 
1875 at 20.25m; the European Silver Fir, 
planted in 1750 is 48.5m with a girth of 9.52m; 
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the Patagonian Cypress, planted in 1870, at 
22m; Western Red Cedar or Giant Arbor-Vitae, 
Thuja plicata.  

The path ascends through a recently 
established collection of deciduous shrubs and 
emerges again into the Bodnant Bank to reveal 
a spectacular view across the lower woodland 
garden. The trail continues through to Sir 
John's Bank – named for Sir Andrew Noble's 
son, Sir John, who established the outstanding 
collection of rhododendrons in the 1920’s. It 
contains the oldest collection of 
rhododendrons with beautiful cultivars such as 
cv'Loder's White', cv.souliei and cv.Maximum. 
Toward the end of the garden are several older 
rhododendrons along with a recently 
established collection of plants originating 
predominantly from North America including 
the early flowering Oso Berry (Oemleria 
cerasftormis) introduced from California in 
1848. The trail finishes with a cosmopolitan 
arrangement of flowering trees and shrubs, 
notably the Sweet Pepper Bush (Clethra 
alnifolia), and Creeping Californian Lilac 
(Ceonothus thyrsiflorus Repens).  

The Ardkinglas Railway was a narrow 
gauge estate railway built to serve the 
Ardkinglas Estate on the shores of Loch Fyne 
and as a garden toy for the estate's eccentric 
and flamboyant 17th Laird George Livingston-
Campbell-Callander of Craigforth and 
Ardkinglas. He conceived the idea when he was 
a seventeen year-old pupil at Eton College. The 
train had a steam locomotive and rolling one  
open passenger carriage and several wagons. 
Its route was about 1.5km along the shore of 
Loch Fyne. In 1875, during her brief visit, 
Queen Victoria described it as  

“a model railway nearly a mile in length along 
the shore of Loch Fyne. Over this miniature line a 
pygmy engine draws a handsome carriage capable of 
accommodating two persons. At intervals stations 
have been erected and the line is worked on the most 
approved principles, these being on a small scale all 
the requisites of a large railway system.” 

The railway was dismantled about 1900 
and the equipment sold.  

The great thing about Ardkinglas – like 
many other Baronial mansions and ancient 
castles with fine gardens and arboreta 
throughout Scotland - has self-catering holiday 

accommodation as well as providing for 
weddings and other functions and provides an 
ideal base for exploring the mountain and 
woodlands of the area. Best of all, its exquisite 
gardens are open year round. 

 Ardkinglas is also famous as location for 
film and television series; such as "The Crow 
Road" (1998), "My Life So Far" (1999), and 
“Eastenders” (2003) The Rocket Post 
(2006)."The WaterHorse” (2008) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


